
 

 

 

DANCE PERFORMANCES 

Len Barnett strives to tailor a unique performance 
experience for each Percussion Things audience.  He 

continues to collaborate with them and others to create a 
vibrant, exciting concert that fuses percussion-driven music 

with dance genres from jazz to modern to Afro-Caribbean.  
Each concert features talented professional dancers as well 

as rising stars from area dance education programs.  
Workshops with audiences from kindergarten through senior 

citizens feature dance demonstration and interactive 
drumming and movement tailored to the age and ability of 

the group. 
 

 

MUSIC PERFORMANCE 

For music lovers of all ages, Len Barnett presents the 
Modern Cajon Jazz Ensemble, founded in 2018 to introduce 

percussion-driven jazz to Dallas area audiences. The 
ensemble takes its name from a Cuban/Latin American 
drum called a cajon, a box drum, used in traditional and 

contemporary Afro-Cubano music. The ensemble features 
some of Dallas’s most exciting jazz artists, playing music 

that explores a full scope of percussive sound ranging from 
the traditional (piano and drum) to the wildly unusual (gas 

pipe and Brazilian pandeiro.)  The Modern Cajon Jazz 
Ensemble plays events large and small. 

 

 
 



LITERARY/SPOKEN WORD WORKSHOPS 

For school-age and family audiences, Percussion Things 
combines words and rhythms into high-energy, educational, 
interactive shows featuring storytelling, spoken word/poetry, 

drumming and movement.  For teen and adult audiences, 
Percussion Things Drum Circles immerse attendees in 

hands-on learning, featuring traditional percussion 
instruments and rhythms from the US, Africa and the 

Caribbean.  Participants gain understanding of diverse 
cultures through drumming and spoken word and even learn 
how to make percussion instruments from found objects at 

home. 
 

SENIOR PROGRAMMING 

Percussion Things programs for seniors include hands-on 
percussion experiences, as well as music and movement. In 

our drum circles, each participant plays a drum or other 
appropriate type of percussion instrument (such as a bell or 
shaker), which engages their motor skills while providing a 

fun and culturally enriching activity.  They also provide 
dance-based senior movement activities adaptable to 

various levels of physical ability while maintaining a fun, 
invigorating and engaging program.   

 

Participants and audiences aged 2 and older 


