
Write a Poem Using the 2-1-Form! 
 
 

Each 2-1-Form poem features: 
• 2 groups of lines (also called “stanzas”) 
• 1 line of empty space in-between the two groups of lines 
• 4 lines in each group 
• 4 words in each line 

 
 
Example Poem (by Mag Gabbert, written for the Esperanza neighborhood): 
 
 Young trees sprout new 
 leaves in the park, 
 while small kids raise 
 their hands in classrooms. 
 
 Growth takes many shapes 
 here, and everyone knows 
 that hope is just 
 another name for home. 
 
 
Sidewalk Project Selection Criteria: 
The following is a list of the qualities we’ll be looking for in the submissions we receive. 
Adhering to these will give you the best chance of having your poem chosen for a sidewalk 
installation. 
 

1. The poem fits correctly with the 2-1-Form 
2. The poem is appropriate and accessible to all audiences 
3. The poem speaks specifically to Dallas in some way 
4. The poem features some concrete, sensory details 
5. The poem is memorable and fresh  

 
 
Template: 
Feel free to use the template on the next page to fill in your own poem and make sure that it fits 
the 2-1-Form! 
  



2-1-Form Template 
 
 
 
 
 
 Line 1:   ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________ 
                     (word 1)            (word 2)             (word 3)            (word 4) 
 
 Line 2:   ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________ 
                     (word 1)            (word 2)             (word 3)            (word 4) 
 
 Line 3:   ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________ 
                     (word 1)            (word 2)             (word 3)            (word 4) 
 
 Line 4:   ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________ 
                     (word 1)            (word 2)             (word 3)            (word 4) 
 
 
     [empty line of space] 
 
 Line 5:   ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________ 
                     (word 1)            (word 2)             (word 3)            (word 4) 
 
 Line 6:   ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________ 
                     (word 1)            (word 2)             (word 3)            (word 4) 
 
 Line 7:   ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________ 
                     (word 1)            (word 2)             (word 3)            (word 4) 
 
 Line 8:   ____________  ____________  ____________  ____________ 
                     (word 1)            (word 2)             (word 3)            (word 4) 
 
 


